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Populism is a multifaceted phenomena

• Populism, in its various forms, is prevalent 
across countries, historical periods and 
ideological cleavages (from Julius Caesar to 
Hugo Chavez)

• the term ‘populism' is both widely used and 
widely contested 



Today the best definition of  populism is a loose set 
of  ideas that share three core features(Cas Mudde):

1. Anti-establishment: emphasizes the wisdom of  ordinary people 
(the silent majority) over the corrupt elites, existing authorities, big 
business, banks,…. 

2. Authoritarianism: personal power of  a strong and charismatic 
leader, which reflects the will of  the people; favor for direct forms 
of  majoritarian democracy, through opinion polls, referenda and 
plebiscites,

3. Nativism or xenophobic nationalism: favors mono-culturalism
over  multiculturalism, national self-interest over international 
cooperation and closed borders



An heuristic model of  party competition 
in Western societies

source: 2016 Inglehart and Norris



Classification of  European parties 

*	Populist parties  

source: 2014 Chapel Hill Expert Survey



The growth of  populist right and left 
parties in Western countries 

Source: Calculated from Holger Döring and Philip Manow. 2016. Parliaments and governments 
database (ParlGov) ‘Elections’ dataset: http://www.parlgov.org/
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Why is populism on the rise in Western 
countries ? 

1. Institutional theories: rules regulating the market 
for party competition (such electoral systems)

2. Supply-side theories: strategic appeals of  party 
leaders and political parties

3. Demand-side theories: role of  voter's attitudes 
and opinions
– The economic reasons: inequality, financial and 

economic crises, technological changes
– The cultural reasons: changing cultural values and 

backlash thesis



Elephant curve 



Fonte:	Party	Manifestos data	from	Austria,	Belgium,	Canada,	Denmark,	France,	Germany,	Ireland,	
Italy,Netherlands,	Norway,	Sweden,	Switzerland	and	United	States,	in	Zakharov (2013)

Non-economic issues have become in the 
party manifestos of  thirteen Western 

Democracies, 1950-2010 



The risks and effects of  populism

1. Overly expansionary macroeconomic (Sachs)
2. Leftist bias (Acemoglu)
3. High inflation and severe balance of  payments crises
4. Major macroeconomic crises (Dornbusch)
5. Trade war
6. Weakness of  democratic institution
7. War ….


