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Carlotta De Franceschi  

Carlotta de Franceschi is Chairman of the Executive Committee and Member of the 

Board of Veneto Banca, one of the top 10 banks in Italy. She's also Chairman of the 

Executive Committee and Member of the Board of Banca Sistema, a leading specialty 

finance firm. She's co-founder and President of Action Institute a distinguished Think 

Tank that makes policy recommendations to improve the competitiveness of Italy and 

incoming fellow at Columbia University (SIPA) in financial policy.  Carlotta is a former 

Senior Economic Advisor to the Italian Prime Minister; in this role she supported the 

Minister decisions in all matters regarding Banking, Finance and Development.  Previously, and since graduation, 

she spent 12 years in investment banking (Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley and Credit Suisse), between New York 

and London. In her last roles at Credit Suisse in London she was first responsible for the principal business in Southern 

Europe and later for both Italian Banks and Public Sector. While in college she has participated at the start-up of 

eDreams in California. She’s author of several papers in the banking and finance space and was responsible for the 

Capital Markets class (MBA) at the Bocconi Campus in Mumbai in 2013 and 2014.  Carlotta is President of Centro di 

Riferimento Oncologico in Aviano (one of the top 4 cancer centers in Italy and in the network of the top cancer 

centers in Europe) and Advisory Board member of Elitify, leading e-commerce luxury good company based in Delhi. 

She’s a member of the Bretton Woods Committee and former Aspen Junior Fellow.  She graduated “summa cum 

laude” in Business Administration from Bocconi University, and holds an MBA from Harvard Business School, where 

she was alumna of Professor Robert Merton. 

 

Paolo Garonna  

Paolo Garonna has been the Secretary General of the Italian Banking, Insurance and 

Finance Federation since October 2012. Full Professor of Political Economy at the LUISS 

Guido Carli University of Rome, he was Director General of the Association of Italian 

Insurers (ANIA) and Chief Economist of Confindustria.  Prof. Garonna has been Director 

General of the Italian National Institute of Statistics (ISTAT) from 1992 to 1999, and, 

from 1989 to 1992, Deputy Director for Labour, Social Affairs and Education at the 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in Paris. From 1999 

to 2009 he was Deputy Executive Secretary, and Executive Secretary ad interim, of the 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) in Geneva. He carried out research in America as Fulbright 

scholar, and in Cambridge, Great Britain, where he co-operated with the Nobel Prize winner Richard Stone. He has 

published a considerable number of books and essays in Applied Economics, Statistics and Finance. He is a member 

of the Bretton Woods Committee in Washington DC.  



 
 

 

    

 

 

Alessandro Piol 

Alessandro Piol is a New York-based venture capitalist and investor with over 30 years of 

experience in the technology industry. He is a Managing Partner of AlphaPrime, a venture 

capital firm focused on new technology trends. He is also a co-founder of Vedanta Capital 

and was a General Partner of Invesco Private Capital, where he headed the technology 

practice. Prior to joining Invesco, Alessandro spent 10 years with AT&T where he co-

founded AT&T Ventures, the venture capital arm of AT&T where he focused on early-

stage new media investments. He also co-founded Pixel Machines, an AT&T-backed 

startup in the graphics super-computing business. Alessandro is vice-chairman of the Board of Visitors of the Fu 

Foundation School of Engineering at Columbia University, where he also serves on the Entrepreneurial Advisory 

Board; he is a board member of the New York chapter of TiE, a global organization fostering entrepreneurship; and 

he is a mentor, advisor or board member of various private companies. Alessandro is also a co-founder of the Action 

Institute, an independent think tank for actionable policy solutions in Italy, and is involved in philanthropic activities 

around health and education. In addition, Alessandro has co-authored, with Maria Teresa Cometto, Tech and the 

City: The Making of New York’s Startup Community, about New York’s entrepreneurial ecosystem. He received a BS 

and MS in Computer Science from Columbia University and an MBA from the Harvard Business School. Twitter: 

@ilmago 

 

Douglas A. Rediker 

Douglas A. Rediker is a nonresident senior fellow in the Global Economy and Development 

Program at Brookings. He is also the founding partner of International Capital Strategies, 

LLC, a Washington, DC-based political economy consultancy founded in 2012 and a 

member of the board of directors of the Cowen Group. Until April 2016, he was a visiting 

fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics. Rediker represented the 

United States on the Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) from 2010 

to 2012, having been nominated by President Obama in 2009 and confirmed by the U.S. 

Senate in early 2010. He served as the chairman and vice chairman of the World Economic Forum (WEF) Geopolitical 

Risk Global Agenda Council and currently serves as a member of the WEF’s Geo-economic Global Agenda Council. He 

has moderated and participated in panels at WEF events in Davos on capital markets, the international monetary 

system, emerging markets and global governance issues. He is a member of the U.S. Council on Foreign Relations. 

 

 



 
 

 

    

 

Nicolas Véron 

Nicolas Véron is a senior fellow at Bruegel, and a visiting fellow at the Peterson Institute 

for International Economics in Washington, DC. His research is mostly about financial 

systems and financial reform around the world, including global financial regulatory 

initiatives and current developments in the European Union. He was a cofounder of 

Bruegel starting in 2002, initially focusing on Bruegel’s design, operational start-up and 

development, then on policy research since 2006-07. He joined the Peterson Institute 

in 2009 and divides his time between the US and Europe. Véron has authored or co-

authored numerous policy papers that include banking supervision and crisis management, financial reporting, the 

Eurozone policy framework, and economic nationalism. He has testified repeatedly in front of committees of the 

European Parliament and US Congress. His prior experience includes working for Saint-Gobain in Berlin and 

Rothschilds in Paris in the early 1990s; economic aide to the Prefect in Lille (1995-97); corporate adviser to France’s 

Labour Minister (1997-2000); and chief financial officer of MultiMania / Lycos France, a publicly-listed online media 

company (2000-2002). From 2002 to 2009 he also operated an independent Paris-based financial consultancy. In 

September 2012, Bloomberg Markets included Véron in its second annual 50 Most Influential list with reference to 

his early advocacy of European banking union. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

    

 
 

Location 
 

International Student House of Washington, DC (ISH-DC) is located in the heart of Dupont Circle in a 19th 

century Tudor mansion. Over 10,000 international scholars representing more than 140 countries, 

including the US, have lived at ISH-DC since the founding in 1936.  Approximately 95 students representing 

over 30 countries live in the building at any one time.  They strive to be the model international 

community and thier mission is “soft diplomacy” at its best. The elegant surroundings and quiet rooms 

foster collaboration, friendship and scholarship.  

Ella Burling Hall, aka “The Great Hall” 

 

 
 

 
 

Named after the donors, the Great Hall is the largest room in the House.  Originally a drawing room for 

the family, the 27 by 47 foot room is furnished and decorated with the original antiques and provides 

warmth, elegance, and intimacy for events.  Additionally, the Hall boasts a twenty foot vaulted ceiling 

and stained glass windows.  


